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Pocahontas County Landmark Commission

| The Pocahontess County Landmark Commission was EEtnhT
1ished by the County Court in January 1985 with the aproint.
ment of Ruth Morgan, Michael Edds, Moffett McNeel, Jeecl .
Powell and Madge Bledsoe to serve on the Commission,

In February 1985 the Landmark Commission voted to
compile a county historic register and to ask the nublic
to submit information on sites and buildings that should
be considered for inclusion, Citizens were informed of
tax incentives available for persons owning nronerty listed

on the National Register of Historical Places.

In March of 1985, Chairman Michael Edds was informed
Pocahontas County's reouest for an organizational and
survey grant was anoroved for $3,000. In May the County
Commission agreed to match the State grant and to provide

office space in the Court House Annex,

On January 24, 1986, Jim Bonham, State Grants lManager,
and Rodney S. Collins, Architectural Historian, both from
the Department of Culture and History, two commission members
and twenty-nine guests met to acouaint volunteers with the
orocedures used in making the survey, stressing the physical,

documentational and resource phases,

Michael Edds resigned from the Commission and Ruth
Morgan was elected to become their chairman, Michael
Gioulis was hired as consultant for the survey and Dotty

McMillian as coordinator,

The Landmark Commission strives to vpromote interest
in preserving and recording the history of our county and |
with the help of many volunteers has compiled this survey
with the intention of adding to it as more information on

historic sites and buildings is gathered.

Pocahontas Historical Society
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INTRODUCTION

The Pocahontas County Historie Landmarks Commission was formed
by a number of interested citizens. Its purpose, as defined in
West Virginia State enabling legislatiomn, 1is to identify, regis-
ter and protect historic sites in Pocahontas County. In order to
petter understand the available resources in the county, the
Commission found it necessary to conduct a survey to identify
historic sites. It applied to the West Virginia Department of
Culture and History for a Survey and Planning grant to perform
this activity and was successful in receiving funds. The project
began in the spring of 1988 with the selectiom of a preservation
consultant to assist the project coordinator in conducting the

sSurvey .

The project was originally designed to include the participation
of the public through the use of volunteers to perform some of
the survey work. It was envisioned that the volunteers could do
much of the field work and the initial visits, with the consul-
tant reviewing their work, planning and guiding it, and insuring
its presentation in the appropriate professional manner. For the
most part, this approach has worked in Pocahontas County. Thanks
to the efforts of the project coordinator, Dotty McMillian, and
the chair of the Commission, Ms. Ruth Morgam, there has been a
body of volunteers available for consultation and action when

necessary. Without their assistance the project could not have
proceeded as it did. All of the volunteers who worked on the
survey, as well as the Pocahontas County Historic Landmark Com-
mission, deserve a heartfelt thanks and congratulations. In

particular, the efforts of Madge Bledsoce in typing the work, the
staff of the Pocahontas County Sheriff Department for putting up
with the inconvenience and offering assistance and coffee when
necessary to keep the consultant alive, and the expert
photography of Eugene Burner and David Arrington are noted for
their invaluable contribution to the successful completion of the

project.

The survey was termed a reconnaissance survey from the beginning.
[t was recognized that little work at identifying historic sites
nad been accomplished in the past and the Commission was starting
from the begining. The purpose of the survey is to investigate
Lhe county as a whole, identify patterns of historic davulﬂﬂlﬂnt;
review what resources still exist, and provide a framework for
turther in depth research of specific sites. It is not int led
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lines of the proposed Rescurce Protection Flanning program
ﬂfif:. State of West Virginia. It is anticipated that the survey
fit into the RP3 process and format. Towards this end, the

11
::pnrt and survey are presented in the following manner:

The county was divided into geographic areas based on the exis-
ting magisterial districts. This made the individual units more

manageable and should be useful for future planning.

The themes jdentified were then categorized within each district
o their contribution within 13 general historic categoriea of

t
5 agriculture, commerce, etc.(see list at begining

the state, le.
of inventory).

gites were identified by the project coordinator and voluntears
contacted within each of the districts Sites were then recorded
on West Virginia Inventory forms and reviewed by the consultant
for completeness. The consultant reviewed the historic signifi-
cance of the site and assigned it to a particular thems, These
were all then compiled in one report and mapped on a county map
and numbered, Further refinement of the categorisation and map-

ping 1s expected as part of a second phase project.

Most of the sites identified in this manner are therefore related
to a preconceived notion of what is significant to the resldents
of the county,. The volunteers have been involved In varlious
historic and preservation projects in the past including the 18981
History of Pocahontas County and the restoration of the Marlinton
Railroad Depot. They are therefore familiar with the history and
sites in the county. The approach, then, is considered wvalid in
identifying the locally significant sites The next phase should
include review of this work as well as some original survey work
by a trained professional to locate sites that may not be appa-

rent to residents.

- The report is intended as a means of reviewing the survey project I
and making informed decisions on where to concentrate efforts in
the future. Recommendations are made concerning continued lz: S

1 : -. JI i
LR

search and potential landmark sites. The report is organize:
a manner that will be useful for its reference use.
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 prioritized for immediate research activity and possible National
Register or Local listing.

. The report will be presented to the West Virginia Department of
Culture and History. A copy will also be available at the of-
fices of the Pocahontas County Historic Landmark Commission. The
original inventory forms, as well as any background material and
research information, will be filed with the Landmark Commission.
Negatives for the photos will also be maintained by the Commis-

sion for further work.

. The report is not considered the final activity in the preserva-

tion of historic sites in the County. As discussed previously,
it is the first step in developing a process for decision-making
and activities for the protection and recognition of Pocahontas
County’s heritage. Further inventory work, in depth research,

and other actions are necessary.

The project team would like to thank all of the persons involved
in completing the survey. The local residents and interested
people of Pocahontas County who gave their time and knowledge are
a valuable resource for this and future work. The staff of the
Historic Preservation wunit in Charleston are also thanked for
their assistance. The staff at the Courthouse who worked on
copying the report did an outstanding job. The members of the
County Commission, without whose support there would be no Poca-
hontas County Historic Landmark Commission are primary in the
process. To these persons and all others who worked on the pro-
Ject, a hearty thanks.

Pocahontas Historical Society,
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Transportation
The indian trails in the county should be investigatad
historic or archaeology sites,

The Staunton to Parkersburg Turnpike should be surveyed .

The Durbin Railroad Depot as well as other rairocad sitaes
including the Water tower in Marlinton are significant.

Churches

The county is dotted with picturesque, small community churches
and cemeteries. Many of these are in excellent shape and retain
much of their original fabrie. The specific sites identified are
listed in the inventory summary.

A number of the churches reviewed were considered architecturally
significant enough to warrant listing. A thematic listing can be
developed for the following and other sites:

A0O18 Liberty Presbyterian Church.
A0026 Dunmore United Methodist Church.
A0029 Baxter Presbyterian Church.

B0O08 Hamlin Chapel.

BO010 Edray United Methodist Church.
B0013 Grace Episcopal Church.

D007 Wesley Chapel Methodist Church.
D0012 Oak Grove Presbyterian Church.
D0014 Lower "0ld" Droop Church.

H EB-TH

Schools

A number of schoolhouses still exist in the county, A large

number of one and two room rural schoolhouse were also identi-

fied. These are shown on the map. At one time there were
| schoolhouses every 5 miles or so. Many still exist in adaptive

uses

Bllitary

The most significant site recognized in the county is the Droop
Mountain Battlefield. This is a BState Park and is being
Preserved. There are a number of sites in the Droop Mountain
&res Lhat are associated with the battle. This vicinity should
Be surveyed for the related sites as well as the Hillsboro
Soanunity A number of other residences and sites relate to this
thena Hefeor to the lists for identification. The area around
Bartow should be surveyed for its involvement in the Battle in

Bhat Vicinity

ileclure

€ was observed that a number of builders or architects were
“ived in constructing many struotures in the county . These

Pocahontas Histerical'Society
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d be surveyed as a theme for each individual. At g
.:::ﬁfd be made to locate and identify a body of work for each of ~

these individuals. They are 1listed below with sites in +the

Asbury Smith. Pocahontas County Courthouse; Nick McCoy House
p0034; Other houses in Marlinton.

Littlepage/Dassenville from Greenbrier County. Harper Beard House
D0035.

Capt. Bmith. Will Yeager House C003.

Robert Auldridge. Frank R. Hill House CO004.
Frank and E.D. King.

The Historic Landmark Commission should continue the survey pro-
cess, finishing the reconaissance survey for any areas not com-

pleted. The survey efforts should then turn towards the historic
districts and National Register sites listed above. Then efforts
should be expended on researching the sites identified as locally

I
. significant in category Two. Some of these may yield information &
warranting National Register nomination. |

As a final comment, archaeological
under this project. It would be be
naissance survey or random sampling
future to determine the possibility of
sites are noted in the recommendation

sites were not investigated . .
neficial to conduct a recon- =
at some time in +the near e
sites in the county. Some
S portion of the report.
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The reason for the location of the tannery at Frank was
to utilize the bark from the tremendous wth of Hemlock
that abounded in the area and was belng {En out by the new
lumber industries in the area. The leather produced with Y
combination of hides and hemlock bark resulted in a "ﬂ."”‘ ;

leather that was pegged onto shoes with wooden ™ =
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History of ‘Pocahontas County- 1981, Pgs 69, 154 & 531
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E ATTACHMENT TO HISTORIC PROPEATIES INVENTORY FORM ]
~" * PRESERVATION UNIT '
Pgﬁem-uﬂ CULTURE & HISTORY
ME CULTURAL CENTER
;'.‘!il. . ]E:E;'smn. WEST VIRGINIA 26306

Name(s) Wistoric/Common: The Durbin Tannery (Howes Leather Company)

leather would be wet and drilled. The pegs would be driven into
}tha'shne and permitted to dry.

After the first World War, the shoe factories were mechanized
. and sewing machines were starting to come into use to sew {hzk
sole to the upper leather. This meant that the use of hgmig
leather was over and a softer tannage was required. In 1918, a
combination of extracts made from hemlock, oak, chestnut anﬂ |
quebracho (an extract produced from a tree of the same name from

. South America) was blended and the softer leather was produced,

Said to be the largest independent tanning combany in the
United States.

Superintendents have been J. W. Goodsell 1904-1921
Harry M. Widney 1921-1960
Harry J. Widney 1960-1969
Tom D. Morrison 1969-to present,

Pocahontas Historical Society
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10 SIGNIFICANCE {use attachment sheet il necessary)

a Archilect/Builder /Enginesr. Peter D. Yeager
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5 swlesperod Vernacular farmhouse

c Datelsy 1866 = foundation laid

- 11 BIEUIOGRAPHY

Hardesty's Encyclopedia (1883) page 366
Price's History of Pocahontas County p L42-46
History of Pocahontas County p 79-80 _
HI{ of the Battleground of Greenbrier River (A.T. McRae, C.S.
Ar 1;;;- & nqulu-hy Joseph Hergershimer, Ambrose Blerse, Lin
ner, etc, - a 1 § *
Highway marker beside Hermitage Motel
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WELIURANHY

ilstory of Pocahontas County - 1981
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BrICIE
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dfﬁwcag, oI E% 5&, Marker &esfgnate @
*city/1own 1.;
{inCorporated/umncorpor ated) =~
USE/FUNCTION (DUBIIC 7/ Priy 3
3 == pesent A fleld laboratory for _{eublcspoxg'e -
the development of forestry skills, o
ong:nal @
4 OWNER/ADDRESS presem ipublic / privatle) -

. U.S.Forest Service -
Sihce 1921 (phone no )
onginal. George Craig & Sons

5 PHOTO/SKETCH OF
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N/A

B8 (A) ACREAGE (approx)
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other adadihions

i Condiion g Threais
excallent
gooa
Tan
detenoraled
abandoned

10 SIGNIFICANCE {use altachment sheet il necessaly)l  Max Rothkugel, a forester from Austria
rect/Budder 7Enanesr 8180 Bchooled in the first forestry school at
§ Achiec/Bulde/Enane®”  GCornell University 1902-03., Hired by George
Craig & Sons 1907 who wanted the hills where

b Style/Perod Ehey were cutting timber to be reforested, He
B 55 E:Egnh:ﬁ.burning away logging slash to prepare

Rothkugel filled one pocket with Norway
Spruce seed and the other with European Larch .33:1 which he '
obtained from the Tyrolean Mountains of Austria, The seeds were
Ei:::ad gagag of Eaing b{angcga: to protect them from the |

. a ocust was planted to protect lan
from cattle ranging in the area, . oL the youns me

It pouocry,
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r- | NAME(S] Mhstonc/common E
?  LOCATION sweet/ioad  Church Street i
T Durbin, W.Va, 26264 =
':Il'\'.l'""ﬂ'ﬂﬂ ‘c-:'l-
(incoi poraled/umncorporated) -
3 USE/FUNCTION present.  House of Worship o -
®
okt Same =
o
4 QWNER/ADDRESS present. W _Va, Congress of P [ v ale) -
United Methodist Church lohons e}
onginal
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d Associated Structures (use/type)
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outbuldings

depandencies
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i  Condiion g Thisuts

excelleni None
good
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10. SIGNIFICANCE (use altachment sheel d necessary)

a Archulect/Budde FEngnaar
exrode

CGothiit revival

b Style/Period

c Dawais}

imegnity ['nchuce dares|

original sile/ reloc sed _lﬂﬁ...—-—-

altar alicany

Csement containing :ggign room,
RTtchen added, West side of Ehur

e 0 urch

torium, choir room, and foyer. A
second floor with 2 classrooms also
added, Dr. Snyder was minister.

Intersecting gables with corner
tower with cross gable roof.
Windows are pointed arch with

traceries.

81029778 Trtia Mol ofeobuet® 1906.

Church: Listed as trustees of Baltimore Conference in 1903 were
Howard Bird, Roy B, Miller, Gatewood Sutton, N. B, Arbogast &

J. B, Wilmoth,

Rev, J. D. Pope minister.

Parsonage: Trustees: P.M. Yeager, Dyer Gum, N. B. Arbogast
A.M, Oliver and F, K, Moore, ¢ ir gy

in parsonage.
11 BIBLIOGRAPHY

H. Q. Burr first minister to live

History of Pocahontas County 1981, Page 65

Jessie Beard Powell
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City £ 1ivwen Hiﬁhllnd. Durbtin,¥.Va, v
E— hnl’[upﬂfl!.d-""ufnnrmw,.f-,i_. - i-"‘
3 USE/FUNCTION present e / Qi 3 |
X Realdence B -
Origgirual .
wha! Residence and boarding house ?'
A CUWNLH/ADUDRLLS  presar Quinn L., Oldaker Patin Al R

Durbin, W, Va. ;ig.ﬂu,.

{pPana v )
ongnal Charles Burner L56-4K142

FLAN (b hide spp1 s divienvs onig)

b PHOTO/SKEETCH OF

e e e '

26' x %8'(execluding porch)

6 LOCALE/ENVIRONMENT (map)

-] El ALMEAGE (approx)
See Master Lot 9 & 10

Block 12 -« Durbin
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mm[ same locatiop
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dapamdentces
othar addihons

t  Condion 0 Inests . h, Two story revival with multipane
AR windows. Front gable portico
o008 entrance. Side porch.
(F YT
Qete i dted
abandonad

10 SICNuICANCE (usa attachment sheet of necessary)

* SYERddrdTrones” Eu.ﬁWashingtﬂn, . B,
Total Carpenters,

entérs, Noah Ervin

] / Perod

c Daein}

Original farm settled in 1849 by Uriah Hevener; appx 3000 acres.

Neil EHevener, one of the children who grew up in house was in
legislature.
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Eoward Hevener, present owner
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-
t
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. = (— 0 1 .
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b (TERT e e

I Sonoson 9 Iheas  Tf building not repaired soon,
B it will collapse, then all
N e interest in history voreservation
i Faer X will be lost,
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adanJoned h, One story fabla with steep roof.
Central entrance.

LD SaonFiC ANCE (use attachment shewt if necess Wy
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The Hevener Church is the oldest
ghurzh nihth;iﬂrethran ianniahuntnn o
ounty; e first one built in the Ba
a;,p,fu_ﬂirn.;niir Mt. Area from Durbin to Cass. Worship
before this was held in school houses.
The Hevener Family has owned the land,
built the church and now some even in
the fifth generation want to restore the
building for use as a memorial church
with a museum to keep the history of ihl
beginning of the Bruthren faith in A
community, With the claa:tng ntfﬁn “'ﬁ‘

B
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=
3 USE/FUNCTION present Church activities — 011 316, ]
Q
onginal. Southern Methodlist Church 2
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$  LOCAT/ENVIRONMENT (mep) ® {A) ACREAGE (sppros).
Approx, 4 mi fm Durbin l acre
on Back Mt. Road
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